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Trustees:
Patricia Lancaster          Chairman
Elizabeth East                 Vice Chairman & Secretary
Nina Mair                        Treasurer
Grace Durham                Lecture Secretary
Peter Hunter                   Lecture Secretary
Anne Young                     Membership Secretary (Afternoon)
Caroline Sibbald             Membership Secretary (Evening)
Jen McDowell                Volunteering
Alison St Clair Ford        Membership Communications
Jane Drysdale                 Visits
Anna Magee                    Young Arts
Jill Holmes                        Visits
Verity Shaw                      Visits
Theodora Burrell             Eventbrite & Visits
Kerstin Schaeffer            Webmaster
Russell Duncan *            Committee 

• We welcome one new member to the committee 
Contact Address c/o Nina Mair, Treasurer, 17, India street, Edinburgh EH3 6HE
Appointment of Trustees:
Trustees are appointed or reappointed by the members at the annual general meeting, in 
accordance with the constitution, which is held in late autumn/early spring.
Governing Document:
The Society is a charitable unincorporated association and the purposes and administration 
arrangements are set out in the constitution.
Charitable purposes:
The purposes, as set out in the constitution, are the promotion and advancement of 
education through the cultivation and study of the decorative and fine arts.

Activities and achievements - Chairman`s report
Your committee continued to work hard to maintain the momentum of the previous season, 
when, despite Covid restrictions, we hoped the lecture programme continued to engage our 
members. We were cautious in moving from online to live lectures and due to the outbreak of 
the Omicron variant in December 2021, we were glad to have planned to resume live lectures 
in March, 2022.  
It was a wonderful day when members were reunited again, albeit wearing masks, keeping to 
a one-way system and keeping socially distanced, to hear our first live lecture, but it was a 
step in the right direction. We offered flexibility in terms of afternoon/evening membership 
and continued to live-stream the evening lecture. This has proved a popular alternative for 
some members, particularly in the winter months, with numbers of devices logging on to 
watch online averaging at 120 per lecture. We hope that as the rhythm of the year resumes, 
we will see more members return to lectures in person. Thanks must go to Anne Young and 
Caroline Sibbald, Afternoon and Evening Membership Secretaries respectively, for their 
efforts to keep in touch with members during restrictions and beyond.
Members have been so very supportive and loyal and as we moved through the restrictions, 



we were able to plan postponed events and visits. Post-Covid, we increased subscriptions to 
£55 for single membership and £95 for double membership, as they had remained the same 
for ten years. Thanks to the expertise and hard work of our webmaster, Kerstin Schaeffer, we 
launched a new, stream-lined website, with striking images, in September 2022. We hope that 
this will make life much easier for all members to navigate and will encourage others to try 
EDFAS out and join the society.
Despite the pandemic, we were able to offer a virtual visit to the collection of James 
Holloway, former Director of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, which was most 
interesting. The twice postponed tour to historic houses of Cumbria, planned and organised 
by Charles Guest, took place in May 2021 and was much enjoyed by all who went. Closer to 
home, there was a very successful visit to Canongate Kirk & graveyard.
In June, a visit to the Biggar Museum, lunch at Symington House and a guided tour of Little 
Sparta ended the season off on a positive note. 

The Annual Lecture took place having been postponed twice, on the 21st September 2022, 
when Alice Strang gave a superb lecture: “Queen of Edinburgh-Anne Redpath and her 
Circle.” It was a well-attended and sociable gathering, held in the National Gallery.
Our Lecture Secretaries, Grace Durham and Peter Hunter, worked hard to produce another 
super season of lectures and lured lecturers north once again. Communication plays a vital 
role in the society and I am very grateful to Alison St. Clair Ford for her patience and 
expertise in using Mailchimp to share the lecture programme, plus events and visits; Theo 
Burrell does a wonderful job with Eventbrite, which we use for the  booking for all events 
and visits. Sadly, due to Covid, volunteer work, led by Jen McDowell, has been very slow to 
resume, but there are now signs that organisations are welcoming EDFAS volunteers back.
I am happy to report that at the end of the 2021/2022 season, both our membership numbers 
and our finances are holding up well.
In 2021/2022 we made donations totalling £15,900 to appropriate qualifying bodies. We 
donated all the money reclaimed from HM Government under the Gift Aid Scheme to arts 
education. Projects and schemes for access to the arts and education for young people are, 
more than ever, central to our donations and we are most grateful to those members who have 
made additional donations to this fund. 
We made three major donations to the National Museum of Scotland`s education project 
“Discover the Museum”, to WHALE Arts-cultural organisation for Wester Hailes and we 
supported three arts students with Scholarship Awards at the University of Edinburgh. We 
also made two donations to the Superpower Agency in Leith, to enable them to develop 
creative writing skills` workshops for young people in Leith and to fund the reprinting of a 
creative writing booklet produced by the young people themselves.
It will take time for us all to adjust to life post-Covid. We look forward to developing the 
society further and to engaging with members over the coming year.
Patricia Lancaster
Chairman


